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Amendments to the Specification : 

Please replace the paragraph on page 6 beginning on line 17 with the following: 

Figure 1 is an isometric view and Figure 2 is an exploded isometric view of a tray 
retainer 20 in accordance with one embodiment of the invention. The tray retainer 20 
can retain a tray stack 22 having a plurality of individual trays 24 that carry packaged or 
unpacked IC devices 26. The individual trays 2224 can be JEDEC trays that have a 
plurality of slots 27 or pockets to receive the IC devices 26. For example, in cases in 
which the I C device 26 has a plurality of pins 28, the slots or pockets 27 can receive 




The guide structure 50 can be covered by a plurality of panels 62 (identified by 
reference numbers 62a-62d), In this particular embodiment, first and second side 
panels 62a and 62b are attached to sides of the retaining assembly 52, and first and 
second end panels 62c and 62d are attached to opposing ends of the retaining 
assembly 52. The panels 62 can be attached to the retaining assembly 52 and to each 
other by a plurality of bolts 69 or other suitable fasteners. The retaining assembly 52 
and the panels 62 define a housing for containing the tray stack. The panels 2662 can 
be a single formed sheet housing, casting or molding. Additionally, the guide structure 
50 and the panels 62 can be formed from a single casting or molding. 



Please replace the paragraph on page 15 beginning on line 1 with the following: 



Figures 8A-8C illustrate another embodiment of a sleeve 224 and a lock bearing 
240. In this embodiment, the sleeve 224 has an axial bore 225, a flat section 229, and 
a plurality of truncated amute rannular teeth 227 spaced apart from one another along 
the length of the sleeve 224. The lock bearing 240 has an axial hole 242 through 
which the sleeve 224 is received, a flat portion 243, and a slot 244 in the flat portion 
243, As shown by Figure 8B, the flat section 229 of the shaft 224 faces the flat portion 
243 of the lock bearing 240 in an unlocked position to allow the lock bearing 240 to 
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slide along the shaft 224. Figure 8C illustrates the shaft 224 and the lock bearing 240 
after the shaft 224 has been rotated by 90°. As shown in Figure 8C, at least one of the 
truncated annular teeth 227 is received in the slot 244 to prevent the lock bearing 240 
from moving axially along the shaft 224. 
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